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“The scheme has created vast interest from 

people visiting the Visitors’ Centre…it has 

lifted the public’s perception and interest in 

what you can grow and create in different 

locations” 
 

Ray Smith 

Chairman of Friends of Hollingworth Lake 

 

Recipient: Friends of Hollingworth Lake 

Project: Commemorative Herb Garden 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,004 

 

A grassed central reservation within the car park at Hollingworth Lake Visitors’ Centre was 

transformed with an interesting horticultural feature of a boat planted with flowering edible 

herbs.  This scheme commemorates the Manchester Regiment & Lancashire Fusiliers landings 

at Gallipoli in this special first year of the World War One centenary.  Using the Victorian and 

Edwardian tradition of ‘flower language’ the boat ‘Daisy May’ was planted with edible flowers 

with meanings that have significance in the overall commemorative aspect of the planting.  

Nasturtium represents loyalty, Thyme is gallantry, Pansy is thoughts, Pot Marigold is grief and 

Rosemary is remembrance.  The boat was mounted on posts to create a raised bed and 

surrounded with a landscape of edible and medicinal herbs of importance to wildlife and 

symbolising nature’s recovery after the destruction of war.  Hollingworth Lake Rangers plan to 

include the herb boat in their educational sessions and encourage the use of the herbs as 

natural remedies or in the kitchen.  Praise for the scheme from the public during its installation 

and interest in the variety of herbs and theme has made this project the most successful ever 

delivered at Hollingworth Lake. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Recipient: Friends of Hollingworth Lake 

Project: Tour de France Carpet Bed 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,264.08 

 

Friends of Hollingworth Lake celebrated the Tour de France visiting Pennines Township in July 

2014 with the creation of an attractive carpet bed at the old quarry site overlooking the Lake as 

this location was one of the main gathering points to view passing competitors.  The rectangular 

bed measured 3.5m diameters with a coverage of 10m2 and contained flowers in Tour de France 

colours to maximise the visual impact.  A welcoming display at this high profile event was 

achieved with the interest from the public exceeding expectations.  The scheme received many 

compliments and featured on this year’s Pennines in Bloom route.  North West in Bloom awarded 

Hollingworth Lake a Neighbourhood Award Level 4 certificate and a Silver Gilt Award in 

recognition of horticultural excellence.  The carpet bed designed using computer technology and 

supplied in pre-rooted tiles of plants transformed an uninteresting piece of land into a colourful 

work of art. 

“…it created interest across the spectrum 

much broader than envisaged and lifted the 

profile of Tour de France in Littleborough and 

Hollingworth Lake locations” 
 

Ray Smith 

Chairman of Friends of Hollingworth Lake 

 

Rochdale Council Rangers and Green 

Volunteers gained experience in the 

preparation and laying of a carpet bed 

 

The rectangular carpet bed containing 

flowers of two different colours created an 

eye catching display 



 

  

 

The Friends of Hollingworth Lake and Pennines in Bloom would like to thank the Committee 

for funding both the Tour de France Carpet Bed and the Herb Garden at Hollingworth Lake’s 

Visitors’ Centre.  North West in Bloom awarded Hollingworth Lake a Neighbourhood Award 

Level 4 certificate and a Silver Gilt Award for the area covered by Pennines in Bloom.  I trust 

we can both look forward to any future joint ventures. 

Ray Smith 

Chairman - Friends of Hollingworth Lake 

Chairman – Pennines in Bloom 



 

 

 

  

“…young people and families were 

signposted to sustainable exit routes for 

these activities to give them the opportunity 

for regular engagement” 

 

Jonathan Hayhurst 

Sports Programmes Co-ordinator, 

Link4Life 

 
Recipient: Link4Life 

Project: The Big Games 2014 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,025 

 

The Big Games event held on Saturday 28 June 2014 at Littleborough Sports Centre provided 

exciting and diverse activities for young people of all ages and abilities.  More young people 

attended this year’s Big Games than previous years as they were given the opportunity to enjoy 

a variety of new free activities such as Chameleon Adventure High Ropes Course, portable 

climbing wall, assault course and a portable bike track.  The most popular activity proved to be 

the High Ropes that combined four different climbing activities – Jacob’s Ladder, Cargo Net, 

Crate Stack and Leap of Faith.  This equipment was guaranteed to keep the most adventurous 

entertained. 

 

The event allowed the activity deliverers to signpost young people to weekly activities which 

they offer within the Township and boroughwide.  Taster sessions in a range of sports including 

football, badminton, tennis and climbing were provided plus face painting and arts and crafts 

were popular activities.  With the excitement of the Tour de France sweeping the Township, the 

Big Games’ cycling challenge gave young people the  

opportunity to improve their cycling skills.  ‘Trixter’  

video bikes that simulate riding outdoors on four fun  

terrains providing different tracks with increasing  

difficulty offered a fun and safe method to get  

exercise. 

 

Link4Life’s Big Games is a legacy project of the  

London 2012 Olympic games that promotes  

positive active lifestyles and all registered participants  

received a free goodie bag that included a water  

bottle and flyers detailing further health initiatives 

targeted at children and young people. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  

“Our aim is to ensure that the Littleborough 

Arts Festival becomes known for both its 

quality and variety of cultural and artistic 

endeavour”. 

Nick Andrews 

Committee member of Littleborough  

Arts Festival 

 

Recipient: Littleborough Arts Festival Committee 

Project: Littleborough Arts Festival 2013 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,500 

 

Littleborough Arts Festival was a tremendous success with overall attendance up by 18% on 

the previous year and in 2013 saw the introduction of the first pre-festival events with the Rock 

Choir performing at Holy Trinity Church in July.  The annual nine day Arts Festival took place 

between 22 August and 1 September 2013 and offered seventeen workshops which were 

attended by participants of all ages.  The craft market was a great success with a wide variety 

of arts and crafts on sale including hand-turned wooden gifts, crafted flowers, furniture, home-

made chocolates, woollen goods, pottery, hand-made jewellery, fascinators and scrunchies.  

The Festival’s annual concert in partnership with St Barnabas Church was Rock Pop and all 

that Jazz with Lauren Waterworth, The Watch and the Little Jazz Funk Orchestra.  The concert 

was a sell out with 160 people attending.  Councillor Ann Stott commented to the Rochdale 

Observer “Church was rocking”.  Holy Trinity Church played host to a thoroughly enjoyable 

concert by the Littleborough Rock Choir shortly before the Festival.  The art trail proved very 

popular during the last Festival.  Along with the twelve artists at Ebor Studios, five other 

established artists opened their studios during the Festival for the public to visit.  With the 

financial support of the Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale CCG, the Littleborough Arts Festival 

Committee have been able to offer to take the popular art and craft workshops into local care 

homes and sheltered accommodation.  A total of fifteen workshops facilitated by a variety of 

artists and crafts people have been delivered to residents at Springhill Hospice, Honresfeld, 

Cleggsworth House and Littleborough Care Home. 



 

 

 

  
 

Of the total people visiting the events and activities 53% came from the OL15 postcode 

(Littleborough); a further 13% came from OL12 (Wardle and East Rochdale); 6% came from 

OL16 (Walsden and Todmordon) and 13% coming from Rochdale, Heywood, Shaw, Royton, 

Oldham and Saddleworth.  Also 13% of visitors came from further afield including Halifax, 

Manchester, Stockport, Wigan, York, Wakefield, Birmingham, Huddersfield, Leeds and 

Llandudno and the Festival had five international visitors from Germany, Australia and USA. 

 

The annual Arts Festival is well established and the largest event to take place in the 

Littleborough calendar, complementing the Rushbearing Festival and the Friends of Hare Hill 

Park's Concert season.  The Festival Committee propose to develop their website 

(www.littleboroughartsfestival.co.uk) as a means of communicating and expanding their 

audience, and continue to seek ways of involving a greater variety of people in the Festival both 

as facilitators/performers/exhibitors as well as participants and audiences.  Their aim is to 

ensure that the Littleborough Arts Festival becomes well known for both its quality and variety of 

cultural and artistic endeavour. 

 

For more information about attendance and an extract from the Littleborough Arts Festival 

newsletter reporting on activities see the Evaluation Report at Appendix 4A. 



 

 

 

  

"The band is proud to be the musical 

ambassadors for the Village of Milnrow and 

the Rochdale area and looks forward to 

continuing its new found contest successes 

throughout the 2014 contesting year” 

Ken Watts 

President of Milnow Brass Band 

 

Recipient: Milnrow Brass Band 

Project: National Finals at the Royal Albert Hall 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £4,000 

 
Milnrow Brass Band qualified to play in the National Finals of the British Brass Band 

Championships at the Albert Hall, London in 2013.  For a village brass band to qualify for the 

finals was a great achievement and the generous support from Pennines Township Committee 

enabled Milnrow Brass Band to compete with the funds used for accommodation and travel 

expenses.  The competition was the band’s first appearance at the National Finals and their first 

ever performance at the Royal Albert Hall.  Many experienced champion bands from across the 

UK attended the contest and Milnrow was proud to be competing amongst such illustrious 

company and representing the North West with local rivals Fodens and Leyland.  The band was 

placed twelfth out of twenty bands that was considered a very acceptable position which the 

band and supporters were happy to accept as a platform for future improvement.  For 

information about the band’s journey to compete at the prestigious National Finals see the 

press release at Appendix 4B. 

 

Whilst concerts and competition engagements see the band travelling both locally and 

nationally, the village and community are still very strongly supported by the band in attendance 

at annual events such as Remembrance Sunday, carnivals and church walks.  The band’s 

musical repertoire is wide and varied which enables them to perform rousing concerts, small 10 

piece accompaniments at events through to live wedding music. 



 

 

 

  

 
Recipient: Wardle & Smallbridge Community Centre 

Project: Equipment for Wardle & Smallbridge Community Centre 

Fund: Ward Capital Fund 

Awarded: £1,322.25 
 
Wardle & Smallbridge Community Centre is a valued local facility that offers groups a venue for 

meetings, events and activities.  Refurbishment enhanced this resource and improved the 

scope of activities that the venue can be used for by the local community, groups and 

businesses.  Improved kitchen amenities will provide an opportunity to promote the community 

centre as a venue that can support cooking related activities such as healthy eating sessions 

and cooking skills such as cooking on a budget, cookery basics, cake decorating, etc.  Also the 

extensive equipment available makes the community centre ideal for event catering, use as a 

community cafe and support outreach activities such as cooking demonstrations and food taster 

sessions. 

“…the room has been transformed and many 

positive comments have been received from 

community centre users about the 

improvements” 

Tracey Knight 

Pennines Township Office 



 

  

 
Recipient: Pennines Township Office 

Project: Wardle Tourist  Information Board 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £250 

 
Wardle and Smallbridge History Group identified the need to replace the outdated and faded 

information and maps in the Tourist Information Board located in Wardle Village Square.  A 

local business was commissioned to produce aluminium composite prints that are scratch and 

UV resistant laminated.  The Tourist Information Board now contains on one side a map 

designed by a member of the Wardle and Smallbridge History Group that shows features and 

buildings that were present more than 100 years ago.  The other side of the board provides an 

extensive narrative about Wardle’s heritage, traditions, buildings, farming, industrial changes 

and places of historical interest.  The Tourist Information Board gives an insight into Wardle’s 

and Watergrove’s origins, growth and importance. 

“…the clarity, colour and visual way it has 

been set out.  It looks stunning” 

Bernice Clifton 

Wardle and Smallbridge History Group 



 

 

 

 

 
Recipient: Woodland Ranger Services 

Project: Wildflower Meadow at St James Church, Wardle 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £990 

 

Wardle Volunteers submitted a proposal to create a wildflower meadow on an area of church 

land at Ramsden Road, Wardle.  The graveyard had been neglected for over ten years and 

Wardle Volunteers took on the huge task of improving the overgrown site involving 30 

volunteering days over a twelve month period to get the land under control.  Maintenance in the 

growing season was taking 1.5 days to mow the grassed area and the need to reduce the turf 

resulted in the proposal to transform the area with a wildflower meadow that stretches behind 

the new houses to the church path and near the main entrance of the lower yard.  Wardle 

Volunteers sought advice from a Countryside Ranger and it was agreed to create two areas of 

wildflower meadow that will grow between 1ft and 2ft in height and be cultivated to provide a 

wide variety of colourful flowers that will bloom throughout the summer and be maintained as 

short grass in the winter months.  The wildflower meadow has now established and enhances 

the landscape and provides food for pollinating insects such as bees and butterflies. 

“The locals have said they love it” 

Ian Tait 

Wardle Volunteers 


